
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

Happy New Year. I hope 2022 brings health, prosperity and happiness to you and your family. 

We are delighted to be reopening as planned tomorrow, Thursday 6th January 2022. 

 

As we all know covid 19 continues to be highly contagious and widespread in our communities. This 

presents us with the ongoing challenge of keeping everyone in our school safe. We will continue to 

operate in line with our covid 19 response plan, which sets out the range of mitigation measures in 

the school, including hand hygiene, social distancing and mask wearing. 

 

We continue to require your support and goodwill to keep the Scoil Mhuire Junior Community as 

safe as possible during the current wave of the pandemic. 

 

I know this can be challenging for you and your family but your cooperation will help us minimise the 

spread of covid 19 in your child's class. 

 

Mask Wearing 

Mask wearing is required for all staff/adults entering the building. 

 

Ventilation 

We will continue to have good ventilation in classrooms throughout the day as per guidelines. 

It is advisable for children to wear extra layers as classrooms can be somewhat on the cool side given 

that many windows and doors are open. 

A working group has been established to look into HEPA filters for the classrooms. 

 

Covid 19 Symptoms 

If your child is presenting with any covid 19 symptoms detailed below, please keep your child at 

home and follow the isolation guidelines below. 

  

If your child tests negative on  an antigen/ PCR test, they should be 48 hours symptom free before 

returning to school. 



Signs of the  Covid 19 disease: 

1. fever 38.0C or higher without another medical reason(such as chicken pox ) OR 

2. New cough or difficulty breathing or worsening of an existing breathing problem OR 

3. loss of sense or smell, change of taste OR 

4. Other minor breathing or chest problems in a child who has been in contact with a person 

that is ill, is part of an outbreak or is a contact of someone who has Covid 19 

5. Other symptoms associated with Covid 19 include fatigue, nasal congestion, conjunctivitis, 

sore throat, headache, muscle joint pain, skin rash, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, chills or 

dizziness. 

 

Antigen test 

Antigen tests are available to order through DE/HSE using the School Roll number 19605P. Please do 

not send your child to school if they (or someone in the household) test positive on an antigen test. 

Reminder link DE/HSE antigen test kit: 

 

htttps://www.hse.ie/eng/services/schools-antigen-testing/ 

 

PCR tests 

Booking a PCR test is very challenging for us all at the moment. Just after midnight seems to be the 

best time to book.  

https://covid19test.healthservice.ie/hse-self-referral/facilities/ 

 

You can also contact your GP for a PCR test 

 

Isolation guidelines 

The info graphic attached is really helpful to decipher Isolation guidelines at the moment. 

 

Attached also are more detailed documents for children under age of 13 and those 13 and older 

 

http://www.hse.ie/eng/services/schools-antigen-testing/
https://covid19test.healthservice.ie/hse-self-referral/facilities/


Foreign Travel 

Government advice on foreign travel is below 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/77952-government-advice-on-international-travel/ 

 

In addition to the above, public health advice is that all arrivals from overseas should undertake daily 

raid antigen testing for 5 consecutive days following arrival and to self isolate and undertake PCR 

testing should they become symptomatic. 

 

https:www.gov.ie/en/press-release/638a6-minister-for-health-announces-changes-to-international-

travel- 

 

To date, we have received wonderful support and cooperation from our school community in 

helping us combat the virus in the school. We are confident of your ongoing support, particularly 

over the coming weeks when covid numbers are expected to peak. 

 

Wishing you all a very happy, healthy and safe new year. In spite of all the challenges we face at the 

moment, we embrace the year with a sense of hope as to what we can achieve together in the 

coming year. 

 

Take good care, 

J. Conway 
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